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The gold-seekers were more ruthless than the fire.
So perished an institution which gave the Chibchas
their highest claim to be considered a civilised
community.

Bordering on the valley of the Iraca to the north
was the territory of the brave chief, Tutama, who
only owned a nominal allegiance to the Zaque.
On hearing of the awful sacrilege at Suamo, he
called together his warriors, a well disciplined array,
and advanced against the enemy. It was in
October 1537. The fight, well contested and long
doubtful, was near the hills of Duitama. Quesada
fell with his horse, and was in some danger. At
length Tutama's force retreated in good order to
the fastnesses of Bonda, which consisted of morasses
with islands rising from them. The fight was known
as the battle of Bonda. The Spaniards also
retreated and formed a defensive camp at Suesca,
under the command of Hernan Perez de Quesada,
the General's brother.

Plunder was the main object of the Spanish
captains and soldiers. Unsatisfied by the result
of their robbery in the Zaque's palace, and foiled
at Suamo, they continued to clamour for more
gold. There was a rumour that the gold owned
by the Chibchas came from the valley of Neyva;